FALL AND DEATH OF ROBESPIERRE
for the excesses of the Terror, the authority of Robes-
pierre's Testamentary Discourse has not been greater.
His public repudiation of those excesses—made in the
presence of all the interested parties—deserved to be
given greater -weight. The fact that the repudiation did
not meet with denial until after his death makes It
appear wellnigh conclusive.
"Is it I", he said "who have throvvn patriots into
prison and have carried the Terror into ever}- walk of
life? Is it I who—while shielding treason and neglect-
ing the crimes of aristocracy—have waged war upon
peaceful citizens, magnified into crime private opinion
and trifling offence, pretending to see guilt on every
hand, until the Revolution has become abhorred by the
people itself?
"When the victims of their tyranny would complain,
they would excuse themselves by saying: Robespierre
wills it; we are not to blame. They said to the nobles:
It is he who has proscribed you. To the patriots: He
wants to save the nobles. To the priests: He alone per-
secutes you; without him you would be left in peace
and could triumph. To the fanatics: He wants to destroy
religion. To patriots whom they persecuted: He has
ordered it, or does not want to have it stopped. All
manner of complaints were sent to me regarding wrongs
I lacked the power to right, and people were told:
Your fate depends on him alone. They said: Look at
these pitiful condemned! Who is responsible for their
fate? Robespierre!—They particularly set out to prove
that the Revolutionary Tribunal was a bloody assize
created and controlled by me alone, for the purpose of
executing both the just and the unjust—for it was con-
sidered useful to raise up enemies against me among
men both good and evil. Hardly an individual has been
arrested, hardly a citizen vexed, but he was told: Behold
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